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TRAVELSMART PROGRAM 
Statement 

HON SHEILA MILLS (South Metropolitan) [9.53 pm]:  In the past couple of weeks we heard from Al Gore, 
who has been in Australia to promote the film An Inconvenient Truth, which looks at the crusade to help global 
warming; a genuine problem that needs to be confronted.  Al Gore has received a huge amount of publicity for 
his crusade.  I note with interest that subsequently it has been reported that George Bush has done a policy 
U-turn on the issue of global warming.  I also note that the Murdoch media empire has dramatically shifted its 
policy stance on the topic.  Rupert Murdoch even invited Al Gore to address the board of News Corp.  Powerful 
players are on the world stage when it comes to global warming.  However, I would like to give some publicity 
to a particular sterling contribution to counter the effects of global warming.  I refer to the efforts of children at 
Calista Primary School who have been rewarded for their efforts in reducing the number of car trips that they 
make to school as part of the TravelSmart program.  I was extremely pleased to present certificates to the school 
to acknowledge the 14 classes at Calista that participated in the program.  The students saved 65 kilograms in 
greenhouse gas emissions, which was a huge effort and achievement.  Mrs Albornoz’s year 2/3 class deserve a 
special mention as the students cut the number of car trips by 35 per cent and increased their walking to school 
trips by 83 per cent.   

During the TravelSmart week the 50 schools that completed the program achieved a 36 per cent average 
reduction in car trips and saved 2 164 kilograms in greenhouse gas.  The TravelSmart program aims to raise 
awareness about the impact of high car use and encourage children to walk, cycle, use public transport or car 
pool to and from school.  It is a curriculum-based, student-driven initiative whereby student teams facilitate 
activities for the wider school, empowering them to take on projects and develop their own leadership skills in 
the process.  Students were mentored through the process by Millennium Kids, an organisation based in Perth 
which began in 1996 after a small group of students attended the United Nations Leave It To Us Environmental 
Conference for Children in the United Kingdom.  On their return, the young people were disappointed at the 
level of youth involvement in Perth and decided to set the wheels in motion to develop their own environmental 
conference - Kids Helping Kids Environmental Conference.  With support from various organisations, including 
the Perth Zoo, the then Department of the Environment and the then Department of Conservation and Land 
Management, the conference was a reality and subsequently their own youth-based environmental organisation, 
Millennium Kids, was formed.  I commend everyone involved in TravelSmart this year, particularly the great 
students from Calista Primary School.   
 


